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orderly dividing of the animal and vegetable kingdoms before
Darwin; something more than this mere cataloguing and
arranging, however exhaustive and accurate, is needed, before
a history of the evolution of the great periods of human
thought can be said to be scientific in the proper sense of that
term. It is necessary, as well, that the law or laws which the
evolution follows either as a whole or in its separate periods
and stages should be so clearly grasped that they can be laid
down at the outset; and that the procession of the facts should
be seen to conform so closely to these laws, that when regard
is had to the great complexity of the subject matter, the result
may fairly be held to constitute a scientific demonstration.
Now this is the task which I have set myself in the present
and succeeding volumes; and in venturing to ask the reader
to follow me over so wide a field, I would crave his indulgence
for such crudities and imperfections as must necessarily attend
the attempt to break ground on so difficult and complex a
theme.

I am aware, of course, of the deep suspicion with which
many readers will regard any attempt to reduce to law those
products of thought or action which would seem to depend on
the uncertain caprices of men; and can fully realize the surprise
of the reader when he hears that an attempt has here been
made to anticipate the views which men like Plato, Aristotle,
Buddha, or Paul, were likely to hold on the great problems of
the world and of human life. So much so, indeed, that were it
not for the deep conviction which I have entertained ever since
writing " Civilization and Progress," that it was a thing possible
to be done, and that the time was now ripe for doing it, I might
well have shrank from the attempt. But with the view of
lightening the weight of suspicion that may attach to the
undertaking, as well as of marking out more precisely the limits
of the enquiry, I have thought it well at the outset to indicate
a few of the reasons which have made me feel that the
enterprise was feasible*